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California’s Alliance for Renewable Clean Hydrogen Energy Systems Awarded 

Hydrogen Hub Funding by the U.S. Department of Energy 
 
ROSEVILLE, CALIFORNIA—October 13, 2023—The Northern California Power Agency (NCPA) 
was pleased to learn today that California’s statewide application to be selected as one of the 
nation’s hydrogen hubs eligible for federal funding under the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act has been approved by the US Department of Energy (DOE).  The approval of the state’s 
application, which was led in-state by Governor Gavin Newsom and advanced by the public-
private partnership Alliance for Renewable Clean Hydrogen Energy Systems (ARCHES), will 
mean $1.2 billion in total federal grant funding will allocated to California to support the 
integration of hydrogen for energy, transportation, and industrial purposes with the goal of 
reducing carbon emissions across the economy.   
 
Both of California’s US Senators, Alex Padilla and the late Dianne Feinstein, played an essential 
role in advancing the ARCHES application at the national level and assuring that the benefits of 
the IIJA were brought to our state to promote economic growth and the technological 
advancements necessary to reduce emissions across our economy.  In response to today’s 
news, NCPA General Manager Randy Howard said, “Today’s announcement of a hydrogen hub 
in the State of California couldn’t have been realized without the collaborative leadership of 
Governor Newsom, the ARCHES partnership, and California’s US Senators and Congressional 
Members who all worked tirelessly to bring these important infrastructure investments and 
economic benefits to our state.” 
 
NCPA is very pleased that our Lodi Energy Center Hydrogen Project, located in Lodi, California, 
was included as a Tier I project in the ARCHES application and proposal to DOE as we look to 
produce and integrate hydrogen to generate power, fuel for medium and heavy-duty trucks on 
adjacent interstate highway corridors, and support emissions reduction goals for shipping and 
general operations at the Port of Oakland.  The project also offers research and development 
and training related to the transmission of hydrogen across California’s existing natural gas 
pipelines.  NCPA has partnered with the City of Lodi, Siemens Energy, the University of 
California Riverside, the Port of Oakland, Pacific Gas and Electric, GHD, and Rosen to create a 
project that will demonstrate the use of hydrogen across multiple applications including power 
supply, transportation, port operations, and research and development opportunities as noted 
above.  
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NCPA’s on-site Lodi Energy Center 300 MW natural gas facility, dedicated in 2012, is already 
among the cleanest power plants in the country due to its fast-ramping capability which helps 
to facilitate the integration of intermittent renewables into California’s energy mix.  Today, the 
plant has been upgraded with technology installed to operate on up to a 45% hydrogen blend, 
and according to our technology partner, Siemens Energy, it will be capable of operating fully 
on hydrogen by 2028.  The production of hydrogen on-site will be powered by excess 
renewable energy.  The hydrogen will then power the Lodi Energy Center to assure the 
reliability of the state’s energy grid and provide a clean energy supply when we need it the 
most as California’s renewable energy production declines late in the day.   
 
NCPA General Manager Randy Howard applauded the announcement, and explained, “The 
Northern California Power Agency is pleased to continue to lead the way in advancing new 
clean energy technologies, and we look forward to collaborating with our partners in the Lodi 
Energy Center Hydrogen Project to provide a road map for others across the country and 
around the world who may be looking to the integration of hydrogen to capture meaningful 
carbon emission reductions from power production and transportation.”  He continued, “The 
inclusion of the Lodi Energy Center Hydrogen Project as a Tier I project in the ARCHES 
application approved today means that the economic and environmental benefits of the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act will benefit both Northern and Southern California.  We 
look forward to bringing benefits to the community, as well as developing training and 
preparing the workforce of the future to build these new technologies that are essential to 
meeting our state’s decarbonization goals.” 
 
About NCPA: Headquartered in Roseville, California, NCPA is a California joint powers agency 
established in 1968 to construct and operate electric generation facilities and assist in meeting 
the wholesale energy supply needs of its 16 members:  the Cities of Alameda, Biggs, Gridley, 
Healdsburg, Lodi, Lompoc, Palo Alto, Redding, Roseville, Santa Clara, Shasta Lake, and Ukiah, 
Plumas-Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative, the Port of Oakland, San Francisco Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART), and Truckee Donner Public Utility District—collectively serving nearly 700,000 
electric consumers in Central and Northern California.  NCPA was founded on the principle of 
environmental stewardship and is a recognized national leader in the areas of energy efficiency, 
renewable generation, and carbon reduction.  
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